UKLPG Research Subcommittee (UK-LPG RS)

3rd Teleconference Monday 12-3-2018, 13.00 pm

Present: Rob Goldin (RG), Tim Kendall (TK), TuVinh Luong (TVL), Dina Tiniakos (DT), Ben Challoner (BC)

Apologies: none

Agenda

1. Results of the UK-LPG survey
[bookmark: _GoBack]The results of the UK-LPG Research Subcommittee questionnaire distributed to delegates at the Liver Update meeting in Oxford on 30.11.17 were presented by BC, who had compiled the responses. There were 33 responses with almost all Deaneries represented (except East Anglia) and all agreed this was a very good outcome. Based on the survey results, the UK-LPG RS now has a list of pathologists interested in being involved in or leading collaborative research (small number of participants), contributing interesting or rare cases on-line, and take part in validation of newly developed histological scoring systems. Also, a “wish list” of specific case series has been compiled. 

DT thanked BC on behalf of the RS members for his excellent work. The members discussed the results in detail and agreed that developing a platform for research networking within UKLPG can now be more easily accomplished. The need for safeguarding the personal data of the survey responders was stressed by TK. DT mentioned that the UK-LPG data protection arrangements may cover the RS activities.

Action: DT to circulate the results to the UK-LPG Committee members and arrange uploading of the full survey results to the UK-LPG website. DT and TK to discuss the subject of personal data protection at the next UK-LPG Committee TC.

2. Communication with UK-LPG members
TK has set-up an e-mail address for the UK-LPG RS to facilitate communication of interested UK-LPG and BASL members with the (UKLPG.Research@gmail.com). DT thanked TK for this important contribution. Currently, automatic feedback to the UK-LPG RS members for incoming messages is not functioning. Therefore, the mailbox needs to be regularly checked to provide response within 7 days, if possible.

TK has produced a flyer for BASL about the UK-LPG RS with contribution from DT. The flyer will be uploaded on to the UKLPG website. 

Action: TK to check UK-LPG RS mailbox weekly. TK to arrange uploading of the BASL flyer to the UK-LPG website.

3. Progress on the animal model liver pathology project
The RS had previously agreed to aim providing guidelines for assessing histological findings in animal models of liver disease starting with histological grading of hepatocellular tumours. DT mentioned that she could upload to the Newcastle Biobank server five (5) digital slides with liver sections containing tumours of various grades from a DEN +/- high fat diet hepatotoxicity model and provide a password to the RS members to access these for individual evaluation. Following agreement on a specific grading system with a homogenous and easily applicable score, RG and TK suggested that they can provide cases for validation (from DEN and TAA models).

Action: DT to create digital folder containing 5 DEN +/- HF cases and provide password access for the RS members. RG to circulate an old paper with histological grading proposal of DEN tumours.

4. Dates of future TC of RS
To be scheduled just before the next UKLPG TC. The next RS TC could take place in the last week of June 2018 (UKLPG TC 3-7-2018).

5. Any other business: None





